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London Primary School First in the World to Launch Alevism in the Core RE Curriculum. 

History is being made at the Enfield Prince of Wales Primary School with the launch of a unit in the 

RE curriculum for children to learn about Alevism. This is the first primary school in the world to 

teach it as part of the core RE curriculum, made possible by the Standing Advisory Committee on 

Religious Education guidelines which encourages schools to teach about the faiths represented in 

their local community - in this case, the local Turkish/ Kurdish Alevi community.  The project has 

already attracted a good deal of interest and attention from the Alevi communities in both Britain 

and Turkey and reported in the local Turkish press and TV channel here and in the national press 

in Turkey.   

It was a proud moment for the Chair of the Alevi 

Cultural Centre, Mr Israfil Erbil, and the project 

team as they introduced Alevism to the staff group 

on Monday and to the children in the Year 1 and 2 

assembly on Tuesday morning.  He describes this 

as a major breakthrough for the Alevi community 

in gaining recognition that their religion can be 

taught alongside other religions within the British 

curriculum when it is little known here and 

marginalised in Turkey.   Despite Alevis being the 

second largest belief system in Turkey with an 

estimated 20 million out of a total population of 70 

million, Islam is the only religion allowed in national schools. In brief, Alevism has its origins in the 

C13th and has evolved as a faith expressed through daily life, governed by principles of equality, 

justice, harmony and respect for others. God is hakk, meaning the truth and everyone carries the 

essence of Hakk within them so that faith is expressed through humanity, requiring Alevis to be in 

control of their hand (not to steal), tongue (not to blaspheme or say unkind things to others) and 

their loins (not to commit adultery – translated here for the younger children in terms of not using 

their body to hurt others).    

This London project is the outcome of collaboration between the school, the Alevi Cultural Centre 

and the University of Westminster. Nadide Koroglu, Alevi parent and playleader forged the links 

between the centre and school and Umit Cetin, currently researching suicide in the Turkish-

Kurdish community provided the link between the centre and the University of Westminster. The 

centre is renowned for its work in providing a meeting place and much more for local Alevi people 

and has already received a national faith award for its contribution to the local faith communities. 

Dr Celia Jenkins and Umit Cetin both sociologists from the University of Westminster, have been 

working with the Centre around identity issues affecting the London Alevi community. In June, a 

meeting was held at the centre to consult with youth members about the issues affecting their 

lives.  They talked eloquently about their feelings of invisibility when they were at school and the  
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general lack of knowledge about Alevism, which made them feel marginalised and isolated.  When 

asked what they wanted to do about it, they said that we should bring Alevism to schools to 

educate others about their religion and culture.  Ms Julia Clarke, deputy head of the Prince of 

Wales school, agreed wholeheartedly and so the project was launched.  

The Prince of Wales School has 91 Turkish/ 

Kurdish children of which 66 are Alevi. At a 

meeting with parents in July, there was an 

enthusiastic endorsement of teaching Alevism in 

the RE curriculum. Ms Clarke said that the school 

management team saw this as a basic human right 

for the Alevi children’s culture and beliefs to be 

included in RE along with other religions.  

Teaching about Alevism would begin at key stage 

1 and follow through to key stage 2.   The 

curriculum was devised by the project team, with 

the Chair, Haydar Ulus, Nadide Koroglu and Zeki , 

the Saz player from the Alevi centre, Ms Clarke 

and Ms Gage, the RE co-ordinator and Umit Cetin and Dr Jenkins. The first unit includes Alevi 

rules, music, poetry and dance to express feelings, preparation for the Cem ceremony (a ritual of 

gathering based on everyday issues, mutual consent and harmony), conflict resolution and sharing 

with others.  Staff welcomed the opportunity to teach about the faith of a significant proportion of 

their pupils and announced that they would teach Alevism to years 3 and 6 as well this half term.   

Dr Celia Jenkins stressed the value of this collaborative work with the centre and school to 

develop inclusive strategies for Alevi children and by extension to other minority communities.  It 

was worth all the effort to see the Alevi children’s eyes sparkle with the excitement of the semah, 

their ritual dance (with Zeki playing the saz music) happening in their school hall. Many of the 

other children asked intelligent questions about the language, origins and meaning of Alevism 

which promises much for their lessons starting this week.   

The school has set up a display area of Alevi 

artefacts, and will celebrate the festival of Asure 

on 8th December. The next stage of the project is 

to develop the KS2 unit of the RE curriculum with 

the hope that when it has run once, we can 

produce a curriculum package for other schools to 

use and do follow-on work at secondary schools. 

We intend to work with parents around issues of 

parental choice and involvement in education and 

with those Turkish children who are not reaching 

their academic potential.   
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Book Fair 

The Book Fair was in school this week, with a great choice of books to buy.  It will also be open next week 

after school until 4pm, so if you have not been in to have a look, come in and see the range of books that 

are available. 

 

Fire Safety Talk 

The children in Year 2 had a visit from a Fire Fighter 

who talked about how to stay safe in the event of a 

fire.  She talked about the importance of having a 

smoke alarm in your house, and checking it regularly.  

She also told us what to do if there was a fire at 

home.  The children completed a quiz to find all the 

dangers in the home, and took home a ‘Fire Safety 

plan’ to share with their parents. 

 

 

 


